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will tell you; otherwise you force me to a suit by long publications in the newspapers as you are not a resident. I await your reply, and am truly yours,
EDWAEDS PIEERBPONT, Act. Counsel for Smith and Co.
June \th
I retained the above because the General was in the field, but your letter of last evening in the N. Y. Express causes me to hope for an answer to this quickly. E. P.
16 Wall Street, October 26f/t, 1864 [Not in chronological order]
Major General BUTLER
MY DEAR SIR : You leave Mr. Smith no alternative but to commence an action. It is not necessary that there be any publications in the papers if you will authorize any atty. to appear for you, but otherwise it is necessary.
I do not wish any publications unless you wish it. Please let me know your atty. at once if you have one here.
Truly, EDWARDS PIERREPONT
Headqrs. near Varina, Oct. 18th, 1864 [Not in chronological order]
Hon. EDWARDS PIERREPONT, Counsellor at Law, 16 Wall Street MY DEAR SIR:   Your note enclosing  the summons and complaint in the case of Mr. Smith and brother was received last evening in the field.   I hasten to answer.
Although not a resident of New York, or amenable to the jurisdiction of her Courts, so that a summons could hardly bring me in, yet I shall at once acknowledge service, and instruct my attorney, John K. Hackett, Esq., to make answer. Having done this, I shall rely upon your courtesy to allow me a little time to go to Washington to make the following disposition of the cause. When you desired me to assent to a friendly suit, I could make no answer to the proposition because as an official I could do nothing in any way to compromise the rights of the United States. Now however, your proceeding in invitum leaves me in a different situation, because although I am acknowledging service, still I must come to New York and can hardly travel in cog.y you could obtain service, and therefore without prejudice a suit may be considered fairly begun. I will now apply to the War Department and ask the Government to assume the defence; if that is done, then I have no farther interest in the matter. If not, then I am at libertv to arrange with vour client or contest the suit as I